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THE RANSOM OF THE MASSES. 
WILL H. WRIGHT. 
E live in a world of action. Motion 
essential to life. In all departments 
knowledge or matter, stagnation is 
destruction. The idle brain languishes, 
the torpid muscle enfeebles, and the towering 
pyramid crumbles to dust. 
Society is reactive. Its progress has not been 
attained by a constant march but by fitful ad-
vances and retrogressions. It has always ebbed 
and flowed with the restless sea of humanity up 
and down the wreck-strewn beach of time. Po-
litical revolutions have shaken its foundations, 
reckless conspirators have threatened its de-
struction, dreamy enthusiasts have plunged it 
into disorder, yet it has withstood the attacks 
of its formidable antagonists and remains power-
ful, persistent. 
The amelioration of society has called into 
the sphere of action the philanthropist and the 
reformer ; and among their numbers are enrolled 
the grandest and the noblest characters in the 
world's history : men who have been impressed 
with the wrongs, the sufferings, and the inequal-
ities of their age, but unfortunately the cause 
bas gathered its negative element-its fanatics 
and gloomy theorizers. Prominent among the 
lattar is the political pessimist. He sees naught 
in the world but the triumph of fearful wrong; 
the woeful sights of declining civilization, the 
increase of the burdens which oppress humanity. 
He indulges in melancholy retrospects, and in 
wearisome complaints of the debasement of so-
ciety. He fosters the rankling thistle of discon-
content and tries to ascend to a truer view of 
the unfortunate, to find himself enmeshed in the 
tangled net-work of bis hypotheses. He sees 
the growth of hungry, heartless monopolies, the 
suppression of the individual, the multiplying of 
class-distinctions, the rich in luxury guarding 
the vaults of hoarded treasure, the poor in tat-
tered garments begging the scanty crust. 
Blind to the advancement of society, be would 
chant a dirge over her proudest achievements. 
He views the growth of government with dis-
trust, and would aid society by reducing the 
very pillars upon which it is constructed. Po-
litical power to him means usurpation, corrup-
tion, inhospitality, and exulting in the title of 
Anarchist, Nihilist or Socialist, be would secure 
individual liberty by revolutionizing or by an-
nihilating government. 
Germany and Russia have long been convulsed 
by his malevolent deeds, and the last two 
decades have witnessed his advent on Ameri-
can soil. Hurling his infernal destroyer at free 
institutions, flooding the land with pernicious 
tracts, and outraging the purity of the press ; he 
predicts the defeat of law and order and antici-
pates the day when the red flag of communism 
shall wave where now floats the ensign of a sov-
ereign people. 
Whence has come this enemy of progress, this 
bulwark of treason? Before we spurn him with 
evil maledictions, let us diagnose his malady 
and determine whether it is the result of na-
ture's forces or an abnormal acquisition. 
In medieval times feudalism held the whole 
of Europe in a state of lethargy. Monopoly of 
landed possessions reduced the masses to servi-
tude. The landscapes were studded with 
mighty castles rising abruptly from the soil, 
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but below their lofty parapets, in ignorance and 
wretchedness, toiled the helpless vassal. In-
crease of wealth meant incref\se of the power of 
the few to rule the many. Wide stretching 
fields yielded scanty returns to their ignorant 
tillers, and beneath the lash of oppression tlie 
suppliant laborer fought for bread. The tyranny 
of the rich made the progress of the poor impos-
sible. Grim, gaunt famine frequented the lowly 
hovels of misery. Want and woe reduced the la-
borer to serfdom, while the debauchery of the 
noble made his estate the hospital of vice. 
The f~udal system pervaded all society. Ec-
clesiastical as well as administrative power was 
contro1led by corrupt minority. Cruel, wasting 
wars were waged for the aggrandizement of 
selfish interests, while they were maintained by 
unjust taxes wrung from the bleeding poor. 
Weakness filld in terror from the mailed hand 
of might and ignorance strode forward for the 
conquest of the world. 
But, while in its highest power feudalism was 
rapidly nearing decay; a disintegrating force 
was sapping its foundation, and, like a fire 
smouldering unseen for ages, it sprang suddenly 
into life. The scoffing noble paled while yet 
the brutal taunt was on his lips. The continent 
was shaken by revolutions and political upheav-
als. The world seemed to toss as in a mad de-
lirium. By improvements in the arts of warfare 
the mounted baron saw himself no longer the 
peer of the ~imple peasant. Feudalism was de-
stroyed as by magic, but from its ashes arose a 
new idea : the idea of individualism. It found 
its embodiment in a staunch German monk, a 
Martin Luther, who sounded the tocsin of the 
Reformation in the sixteenth century. ,von-
derfnl was the progress of this grand Revolu-
tion. Thought was quickened, arts advanced, 
and science no longer crouched before the feet 
of bigots. Bathed in the blood of martyrs, J us-
tice no longer sat upon the funeral pyre. 
The overthrow of foedalism marks the most 
distinct epoch in European history. From that 
point the records are no longer devoted wholly 
to royal lines, but gradually merge into the af-
fairs of the common people. The horizon of 
the laborer began to expand; but his emancipa-
tion from tbraldom gave him exaggerated ideas 
of the importance of the individual. Like a 
pendulum in its course he has swayed, with flow 
of time, from the extreme of feudal dependence 
to the extreme of modern individualism. Hence 
in our times we hear the cries for " personal lib-
erty," for rights of conscience, rights of speech 
and rights of suffrage. 
Thus has been the eyolution of the political 
pessimist of today. Guiding the mass of unsat-
isfied wage-workers, they are the unscrupulous 
leaders who, claiming to be the benefactors of 
the poor, inaugurate the a" ful strikes and terri-
ble riots that J)lot the pages of our civilization. 
The air is rife with the shouts of these so-called 
reformers. They point to the vast accumula-
tions of wealth as the products of labor, 
and incite the working-man to greater 
demands, at the cost of life, property or public 
weal. They proclaim an antagonism between 
labor and capital; between the two great co-or-
dinates of productive industry; and, whether 
under the red flag of Socialism, in the noisy, ig-
norant rabble that throng the streets of our 
great cities, or among the disorganized" tramp" 
element, they demand a reorganization of soci-
ety by the subjection of the capitalist. 
Self-interest is also a cause of this great 
division. Mammonism is fast becoming a fail:-
ing of our race. Daily we hear of lives lost and 
minds wrecked in building colossal fortunes. 
In the mad rush for gain, men fail to appreciate 
each other's motives, and we hear constantly of 
strifes and failures in the business world. 
It is a truism that civilization advances as 
man's wants rise, and, unfortunately, as man's 
wants arise the desire for self-accumulation be-
comes stronger. Noble impulses are stifled, 
high ambiti-ons dethroned, and public virtue en-
dangered in the selfish conquests. The clang 
aud clatter of enormous business enterprises ; 
the withering hand of competition which builds 
and shatters human hopes; the jostling crowd of 
idlers who, in the city's sickly shades, nurse vice 
in its most loathsome forms in gambling dens or 
in the richly lighted shops where liquid death is 
sold-all speak of the great tragedy of life, the 
frantic rush for gold. The degraded wretch, 
steeped in depravity, steps forth to commit the 
vilest crime for a paltry sum, while the haughty 
millionaire turns the downcast beggar from his 
door unfed. 
Character is too often judged by the outward 
garb. Burns among the peasants in the Edin -
'burg market, Shakespeare toiling in a London 
garret, Garfield following an humble tow-path, 
and the Messiah cradled in a lowly manger, have 
shown that greatness is not always found in af-
fluence and splendor. Genius dwulls oftener 
beneath the thatch than the garnished palace. 
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Virtne is oftener wrapped in meanest cloth than 
deckPd in silks and jewels. Aristocracy pays 
homage to industry, and industry rules the 
world. Humanity is great and mighty, but its 
mission is sublime. 'l'empestuous though its 
course has been, beyond the murky clouds may 
lie a placid sea. 
Socialism, as an exponent of fellowship, can 
make justice and happiness u,1iversal, but so-
cialism fed by discontent and urged forward by 
hopes of future excesses, socialism which would 
break down the barriers of State, would make 
society a meaningless cliaos. 
Fanatics have demanded an equalization of 
wealth. The mendicant with empty pockets, 
who bas wasted the product of his labor, or who 
has not toiled at all, is always ready to share 
with him who has sweat and saved. Strikes and 
trades-unions controlled by rash, unthinking 
men cau,~e suffering and misery. Labor organi-
zations often augment the wrong they seek to 
right, and scheming idlers rob industrious arti-
sans of their reward. 
Prosperity can bless the working man only 
when harmony between labor and capital pre-
vails, and disastrous are all movements which 
tend to estrange these vital elements. Selfish 
impulses blind the vision of the race and raise 
the sinewy arm against wealth and corporation. 
Poverty does not dwell content beneath the 
frown of riches. Imperious demands of labor-
ers are met by the harsh, unsympathetic words 
of capitalists. Though no roaring;chasm sepa-
rates nor bristling bayonets oppose, yet, com-
mensurate with human passions, still rages the 
unequal conflict. Labor is too rash; capital too 
exacting. 
The great mission of the present generation is 
to reconcile these mighty forces. They must 
awake to their reciprocal functions. The oil of 
reason must be poured upon the troubled waters. 
Avarice and sordidness must be dethroned. The 
ransom of the masses must be completed. Leg-
islation is not the ouly panacea sought. Arbi-
tration may aid in the great work, but education 
and enlightenment alone can solve the problem. 
Society, in ail its infinite complexity, pleads in-
cessantly for truth and justice. ·when man-
kind comprehends the manifold duties of life 
and the inter-dependence of the race, no longer 
will inequalities or discontent scourge the land. 
Then will the masses realize the importance of 
the unity of society, and the black clouds of 
political pessimism will vanish before the beams 
of intelligence. 
WEALTH IN AMERICA. 
ROM the tyranny of Europe sprang the 
berty of America. Bursting through the 
·ozen ground of an early spring, with vig-
orous life it pushed upward, budded and 
bloomed though trampled on by all mankind, 
though noxious weeds, crouching at its roots, 
were wont to strangle it, being unprotected by 
the spreading limbs of the mother plant, which 
by their spiteful lashings strove to crush it to 
the earth. Nourished by a kindly soil, -smiled 
on from heaven by a warming sun, it burst into 
new life, sent its strong roots deeper into the 
earth, and grew to be a hearty tree, the frag-
rance of whose blossoms reached the further-
most quarter of the globe, predicting the abund-
ance of the harvest. But a storm of devastation 
burst through the fruit-laden branches, leaving it 
wrenched and broken. Yet soon healing balm 
flowed from its firm roots and joined the sever-
ed member, causing it to stand to-day, flourish-
ing and ladened full to overflowing with the en-
orrr.ous yield. But an unforseen danger is de-
veloping. The very wealth of the produce 
strains limb from limb and threatens the fall of 
the mighty growth. 
The people of the old world, four generations 
ago, looked forward but a few hundred years to 
the time wl,en the limit of space on this little 
earth's surface would compel men to spend their 
lives in the severest toil in order to gain a mere · 
sustenance. The future into which they peered 
was a gloomy tunnel. To their confused vision 
it narrowed and darkened as they proceeded, 
and off but a little way was a mysterious, be-
clouded end-a wall against which humanity 
was to surge and stop existence. To their view 
nature appeared to be on the verge of exhaus-
tion, and they were waiting with lax muscles 
for a miracle from superhuman power. Instead 
of a miracle there came a revelation, hid in a 
cloud of despotism, causing the strongest men 
of an overcrowded population to push outward 
on a dread sea of adventure; and the provi-
dence of an all-ruling God landed them on this 
haven of refuge-the supply to an exhausted 
world. 
America is the mother of modern modes of 
production. Here mankind learned of the 
healthful combination of science and practice. 
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A laboring people have been educated, and with 
their advanced intelligence, able to see farther 
than the present day, have made improvements 
and inventions by means of which nature is 
more easily conquered and her gifts more advan-
tagiously used when obtained. For over a cen-
tury improvement has far outreached a rapid in-
crease of population. We need have no fears 
concerning the diminution of nature's gifts. 
But there are real dangers for the government of 
the United States in their misuse. 
Wealth, "the root of all evil," the well-
spring of all good, is in America more than in 
the sluggish conntries of the old world, a most 
important factor. It is strongest here. ·when 
governed by man it is a most dutiful servant. 
But when it masters him, he is its slave, and the 
evil it then may do is wide as the scope of sin. 
It is a sprite of phantom form; falling at his 
feet it becomes his servant; it makes him mon-
arch among men. At an unguarded moment it 
breaks the restraint, glides from him and is 
gone, leaving him a wretch, broken in body and 
spirit-beyond redemption. It builds and main-
tains our churches, carries God's messages to 
the ends of the earth, making men of brutes, 
saving souls from a life of sin and woe to a 
peaceful earthly comfort and a joyful eternal 
life. It erects homes for our orphans, creates 
our institutions of learning. By its aid Amer-
icans are elevated, educated, civilized-but stop! 
Turn your face about. Peer into the darker 
paths of life under the clouds of vice and crime 
and,Jiniquity, in the" blackness of darkness" of 
unfair dealing, injustice, avarice and gambling 
trickery; here you will see its workings. Be-
cause of it children toil their lives away in foul, 
unwholesome places. Sunday is corrupted as a 
day of races, of excursions, of games. For its 
sake human beings run dens of opium smok-
ing, of liquor drinking and nameless vices, fit 
only to be superintended and guanled by Cere-
bus, the gate dog of hell. From behind the 
scenes it has kept in open performance on our 
·western border a theatre of human action, Mor-
monism, the mention of which causes a blus.h of 
shame to suffuse the face of every honest citi-
zen of our land. Becal,se in the old world our 
country is fabled as one whose streets are pav-
ed with gold, the vilest wretches created pour 
from the sewers of social Europe upon our 
shores,staining and polluting American soil. The 
number of our population is increasing at a 
tremendous rate, but the amount of wealth 
for each individual increases even more rapidly. 
Why then do men starve ? Why drag out a mis-
erable existence ? Why remain uneducated, im-
poverished, degraded ? What is the cause of 
millions of laborers imploring for work that 
they may live while we know there is capital to 
pay labor, and that when poor men are allowed 
to earn money they will buy an increased pro-
duction ? To all the answer is not apparent. 
In my ears it rings with the certainty of dread 
assurance : too much wealth produced is spent 
in idle enjoyment, in vicious pleasures, in death 
causing amusements. Too much of produce 
that goes to the capitalist is spent in extrava-
gant luxuries. But it is not here the greatest 
evil lies. It is in expenditure for worse than 
idle pleasures, for those which tear down 
health, corrupt morals and leave men lower in 
the scale of life. One tenth of the yearly pro-
duce of our land is thrown into a bottomless 
pit, to feed the flames of an ever-burning earthlv 
hell fire, from the mouth of which blue, livid 
flames burst forth, with clouds of poisonous 
gases, which burn and suffocate with untold 
torment the yery men who cast the product of 
their toil into this pit of destruction. 
"\Ve claim, because of our prosperity, to be 
the chosen people of God. Surely providence 
has guarded with anxious care our every weak-
ness. To us, the chosen people of this mod-
ern age, is a command as plain as that to Moses 
on Mt. Sinai, "Thou shalt have no other Gods 
before me." Yet thousands of intelligent, 
earnest men of this higrest civilization raise on 
high a golden calf and fall down and worship 
it with a clinging devotion that binds them to 
their idol and is bringing on our land the pun-
ishment so sure to follow the breaking of a law 
of God. 
The gaining of riches is an object in the life 
of every real American. It is an element of 
American character, it is in the air we breathe. 
It is what makes our people the most energetic 
and thriving under the sun. While this spirit 
makes us the masters of wealth it is most de-
sirous ; bnt w_hen it bows our heads and bends 
our knees as worshippers of Mammon it is most 
destructive, Wealth has a better use than to 
be turned over and over, than to be sought after 
merely for itself and gained. Accumulated 
wealth places in the hands of the possessor the 
power of destroying evil practices and elevating 
mankind not only by philanthropic contribu-
tions and endowments, but by placing the wor-
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ship of the true God above the worship of Mam-
mon in every action of life. The business man, 
the scientist, the author in the America of to-
day, to whom toil or fortnne has given wealth, 
holds within his hand the power of iustituti ng 
systematic reform,;. The employer of labor, 
liaving a livelihood, may drive free of. the rnls 
which competition has forced business to fol-
low. Ile may start on a new road, abal!doning 
the combinations against labor, and all tlie 
scheming and trickery iu American business. 
He may place his workmen in a better cornli-
ti011, satisfying himself for the present with a 
smaller pecuniary return. The scientist, seek-
ing truth for truth's sake and not for a price, 
will most successfully establish laws, the knowl-
edge of which is so essential to a civilized peo-
ple. The work of Longfellow illustrates wliat 
accumulated American wealth may aid the au-
thor in doing for the advancement of her peoplP. 
Even in energetic America we have a criste of 
idlers who, living in affluence on the income of 
inherited riches, are influenced by that custom 
handed down from a barbaric age, which holds 
all work to be disgraceful, and because of it en-
gage in no occupation, but spend their time in 
the pursuit of the phantom-amusement. They 
look on labor as degrading. On them labor 
scowls as consuming the product of its unceas-
ing toil. The American working-man envie~ 
not the millionaire his millions, nor the author 
or scientist his leisure. These they recognize a:; 
aids to an enlightm1e<l social (•ornmnnity. But 
it is the drones that are lon.thed and despised. 
It is not the energetic accumulator that breeds 
caste in American democracy, but the heirs of 
wealth. Here is the root of socialism. A few 
men, the true friends of labor, seeing ,ividly 
an evil, guess blindly at the cause, lay it at the 
capitalists' door, fonll(l their theories on a false 
basis, and in their mad delirium of fanaticism 
rush on to what. appears to them immediate re-
form-but what would be in reality an educated 
barbarism, a remedy worse, much worse, than 
the evil. Thus mistaken, honest men, seeking 
to remedy an economic evil, set in opposition 
labor and capital, tw© forces that must work to-
gether or our government's equilibrium will be 
overthrown, engender discontent in the labor-
er's mind, and give anarchists excuse for abso-
lute crime-making socia!fsm as we know it. 
It is folly to regard the United States as a 
government which, because of the perils beset-
ting it on every side, is doomed to crumble and 
fall under their attacks. It is equally foolish to 
consider it as having an immortal life, and being 
unsusceptible to an attack from any foe. There 
are many real dangers that must bfl watched 
and guarded against with earnest alacrity. 
Wealth, and the luxury and avarice followiug in 
its wake, are greatest among these, but the idol 
in our land is slowly crumbling; the worship of 
the true God is as snrely gaining ground. Amer-
icans are freeing their limbs from the shackles 
of Mammon, and are s11bjecting wealth to its 
true place as their dutiful servant. 
BURNS. 
CIIAHACT1£RJ,f,ATION BY CAHLYLE, AND S1£LlW-
TIONS. 
"W:E love Burns, and we pity him; 
and love and pity are prone to mag-
nify. Criticism, it is sometimes 
thought, is a cold business. 1Ve 
are not so sure of this; but, at all events, our 
concern with Burns is not exclusively that of 
critic. True and genial as his poetry must ap-
pear, it is not chiefly as a poet, but as a man, 
that he interests and affects us. He was often 
advised to write a ira.ge<ly: time and means 
were not lent him for this; but throughout 
life he enacted a tragfldy, and one of the deep-
est. 
"\Ve question whether the world has since 
witnessed so utterly sad a scene; whether Na-
poleon himself, left to brawl with Sir Hudson 
Lowe, and perish on his rock 'amid the melan-
choly main,' presented to the reflecting mind 
such a 'spectacle of pity and fear' as did this 
intrinsically nobler, gentler and perhaps greater 
soul, wasting itself away in a hopeless struggle 
with base entanglements, which coiled closer 
and closer around him, till only death opened 
him an outlet. 
" Co11querors are a race with whom the world 
could well dispense. Nor can the hard intellect, 
the unsympathizing loftiness, and high but self-
ish enthusiasm of such persons inspire us, in 
general, with any affection: at best it may ex-
cite emazement; and their fall, like that of a 
pyramid, will be beheld with a certain sadness 
and awe. But a true poet, a man in whose 
heart resides some effluence of wisdom, some 
tone of the ' eternal melodies,' is the most pre-
cious gift that can be bestowed on a generation. 
We see in him a freer, purer development of 
what is noblest in ourselves; his life is a rich 
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lesson to us. and we mourn his death as that of 
a benefactor who loved and taught us. 
" Such a gift had nature in her bounty be-
stowed on us in Robert Burns; but with queen-
like indifference she cast it from her hand like 
a thing of no moment, and it was defaced and 
torn asunder, as an idle bauble, before we rec-
ognized it. To the ill-starred Burns was given 
the pow1er of making man's life more venerable, 
but that of wisely guiding his own was not 
given. 
"Destiny-for so, in our ignorance, we must 
speak-his faults, the faults of others, proved 
too much for him; a11d that spirit which might 
have soared, could it but have walked, soon 
sank to the dust, its glorious faculties trodden 
under foot in the blossom, and died, we may 
almost say, without ever having lived. 
" And so kind and warm a soul-so full of 
inborn riches, of love to all living and lifeless 
things ! How his heart plows out in sympathy 
over universal nature, and in her bleakest prov-
inces discerns a beauty and a meaning ! The 
'daisy' falls not unheeded under.his plowshare; 
nor the ruined nest of that ' wee, cowering, 
timorous beastie,' cast forth after all its provi-
dent pains, to ' thole the sleety dribble and 
cranreuch cauld.' 
"The 'hoar visage' of Winter delights him. 
He dwells with a sad and oft-recurring fondness 
in these scenes of solemn desolation : but the 
voice of the tempest becomes an anthem to his 
ears; he loves to walk in the sounding woods, 
for 'it raises his thoughts to Him that walketh 
on the wings of the wind.' A true poet soul, 
for it needs but to be struck and the sound it 
yields will be music ! 
" But observe him chiefly as be mingles with 
his brother men. What warm, all-comprehend-
ing fellow-feeling! what trustful, boundless 
love ! what generous exaggeration of the object 
loved ! His rustic friend, his nut-brown maiden, 
are no longer mean and homely, but a hero and 
a ·,queen whom he prizes as the paragons of 
earth. The rough scenes of Scottish life not 
seen by him in any Arcadian illusion, but in the 
rude contradiction, in the smoke and so/1 of a 
too harsh reality are still lovely to him. Pov-
erty is indeed his companion, but Love also, and 
Courage ; the simple feelings, the worth, the 
nobleness, that dwell under the straw roof, are 
dear and venerable to his heart : and thus over 
the lowest provinces of man's existence he pours 
the glory of his own soul ; and they rise, in 
shadow and sunshine, softened into a beauty 
which other eyes discern not in the highest. 
"And so did our Peasant show himself 
among us : ' a soul like an .lEolian harp, in 
whose strings the vulgar wind, as it passed 
through them, changed itself into articulate 
melody." And this was he for whom the world 
found no fitter business than quarreling with 
smugglers and vintners, computing excise duty 
upon tallow, and guaging ale-barrels! In sucb 
toils was that mighty spirit sorrowfully wasted; 
and a hundred years may pass on before another 
such is given us to waste. 
"With our readers in general, with men of 
right feeling anywhere, we are not required to 
plead for Burns. In pitying admiration, he 
lives enshrined in all our hearts, in a far nobler 
mausoleum than that one of marble. Neither 
will his Works, even as they are, pass away from 
the memory of men. While the Shakespeares 
and Miltons roll on like mighty rivers through 
the country of Thought, bearing flee~s of traf-
fickers and assiduous pearl-fishers on their 
waves, this little Valclusa Fountain will also 
arrest our eye; for this also is of Nature's own 
and most cunning workmanship, burst from the 
depths of the earth, with a full gushing current, 
into the light of day; and often will the trav-
eller turn aside to drink of its clear waters, and 
to muse among its rocks and pines ! " 
TO A ~WUNTAIN DAISY. 
Wee, modest, crimson-tipped flower, 
Thou's met me in an evil hour; 
For I maun crush amang the stoure 
Thy slender stem ; 
'l'o spare thee now is past my power, 
Thou bonnie gem. 
Alas! its no thy neibor sweet, 
The bonny lark, companion meet, 
Bending the 'mang the dewy weet, 
Wi' speckled breast, 
·when upward-winging, blithe, to greet 
The purpling east. 
Cauld blew the bitter-biting north 
Upon thy early, lrnmble birth; 
Yet cheerfully thou glinted forth 
Amid the storm, 
Scarce raised above',tho parent earth 
'l'hy. tender form. 
The flaunting flowers our gardens yield, 
High sheltering woods and wa's maun shield. 
But thou, beneath the random bield 
0' clod or stane, 
Adorns the histie stubble-field 
Unseen, alane. 
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There, in thy scanty mantle clad, 
Thy snawie bosom strn-ward spread, 
Thou lifts thy unassuming head 
In 11umble guise; 
nut now the share upturns thy bed 
And low thou lies. 
Such is the fate of luckless bard, 
011 life's rough ocean luckless starred! 
Unskillful he to note the card 
Of prudent lore, 
Till billow~ rage aud gales blow hard, 
Aud whelm him o'er. 
Snell fate to suffering worth is giver,, 
,vho long with wants and woes has striven, 
By human pri<le or cunning driven 
To misery's brink ; 
Till ,vreuched of every stay but IIe,wen 
He, ruined, sink ! 
Even thou who mournst the Daisy's fate, 
That fate is thine-~no distant date; 
Stern Ruin's plowshare drives, elate, 
_Full on thy bloom, 
Till crushed beneath the furrow's weight 
- Shall be thy doom. 
ON A YOUNG LADY. 
How nleasaut the banks of the clear-winding 
Devon, 
With green-,prcading bushes and flowers 
blooming fair; 
nut the bonniest 11ower on the banks of the 
Devon 
,vas once a sweet bud on the braes of the Ayr. 
Mild be the snn OH this sweet-blushing flower, 
In the gay rosy morn as it bathes in the dew ! 
And gentle the fall of the soft vernal shower, 
That steals on the (WPning each leaf to rellew. 
Oh, spare the dear blossom, ye Orient breezes, 
\Viti! chill, hoary wing as ye usher the dawn ! 
And far be thou distant, thou reptile that sieze, 
The verdure and pride of the garden aml lawn ! 
Let Bourbon exult in his gay-gilded lilies, 
Aud England trinmphant display her proud 
rose· 
A fairer tlt~n either adorns the green valleys 
Where Devon, sweet Devoll, meandering tiows. 
iCIENTIFIC. 
IIE college museum has been enlarged 
nd greatly improved since last 
erm, both by new specimens and 
a re-arrangement of the old. The 
reception room above has been joined to 
the museum, part of the floor having been tak-
en out, leaving the upper room as a gallery 
above the lower, making both much lighter and 
pleasanter. The vertebrates only are now on 
the lower 11oor, arranged in orders; in some of 
the cases casts of the extinct specimens. with 
the extant representatives of the order, so they 
may be more easily compared. Among the late 
acquisitions may be mentioned the prairie wolf, 
martin, mecag11e, the only specimen of the mon-
key family in the collection, fiye specimens of 
the lmffalu and Hocky Mountain sheep, the 
porcnpine, hedge-hog, jack-rnbit, the little red 
squirrel, klipdas, 11ying phlanger, spiny ant-eat-
er, duck-billed platybus, and the king bird of 
paradise. There are five new cases on the low-
er floor, and new mountings to many of the 
specimens. 'l'he invertebrates have been mov-
ed to the upper 11oor. Of the additions to this 
class the priucipal are, of corals, sea-fans, mush-
room and tree corals; sponges, including one or 
two sea-cap sponges ; star fish ; sea urchins and 
shells, classified iu their arrangement, thus af-
fonli11g great aids to students in this department. 
-·--------~--~~---
USES OF THE ALR1E. 
F. W. MALLY, B.SC. 
J l TII,)SE tlowerless plants which de-
elop in water aud receive their nour-
ishment from the surrounding liq-
11id are known as Algm. The uses of 
this gro11p of plants may be considered under 
two heads: 
1. Their office in the economy of nature; 
2. Their applications to the wants of man. 
To get an idea of their importance in the first 
it is necessary to consider their number and the 
area of the earth's surface through which they 
are distributed. The proportion of land and 
water on the earth's surface is well kuown. 
Witli the exception of half a dozen species 
on our American· Atlai\tiQ~ co~.ts. this propor-
tion of water is~-~ Algm, and that to 
a depth beyond which the plummet has not yet 
been sounded. When we note further that the 
teeming millions of small Algm give the appar-
ent tint to the western waters of the Indian 
Ocean and have colored red the Alpine snows, 
then do we get a fair appreciation of their num-
bers. 'l'hough we cannot so well apply the idea 
of such great numbers to the larger algm, yet in 
these the decrease in numbers is more than com-
pensated for by their increased size. 
Like ~groups of the vegetable kingdom, 
algm fix carbon and emit oxygen gas in a free 
state. In this way much of the poisonous car-
bon dioxide exhaled by marine animals is ex-
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tracted from the water, thus keeping it in a 
healthy, life-supporting condition, while at the 
same time much pure oxygen is added to the air 
and atmosphere. Every pool, every stagnant 
ditc1' is soon filled with confervoid algre, which, 
by their growth, emit free exygen to the ~ 
air so long as the pool remains. Owing to their 
size the amount of purifying done by each indi-
vidual alga is necessarily small. But when we 
think of the many pools and ditches found in a 
country, and the myriad ¥P_Dn myriads in each 
pool, then do we realize~1filr importance as-
sumes considerable proportions. But this is only 
for what may be called the Continental Algre. 
The Marine Algre, from their greater number 
and size, are of proportionately more import-
ance. 
Oceanic waters are inhabited by countless 
millions of the animal kind. Could this animal 
creation subsist were it not for this vegetable 
substructure ? The generally accepted law that 
animals shall feed upon organic and plants upon 
inorganic matter, applies hare, in that even 
though the animal creation does not, on the 
whole, subsist directly from the algre, it does in-
directly, in that the algre have organiz~d inor-
ganic matter, which otherwise would have been 
utterly unavailable to the animal kind. 
2. Their application to the wants of man. 
For this purpose many kinds of sea-weed are 
indiscriminately applied as manure, but the 
larger kinds of Lan1inarire are preferred. From 
the fact of their easy <,lecomposition and to 
avoid the loss of desirable elements they should 
be applied to the soil when half dried. Their 
fertilizing elements are utilized by applying 
them to the potato lands and various other soils. 
Their use is very extensive along all sea-boards 
from the fact of their being an excellent top-
dressing for meadows and pastures. At one 
time a large revenue was obtained from gather-
ing the ashes, called kelp, of the burned fucus 
vesiculosus, nodosus and ser'l(atus, as a source of 
sodium carbonate. That it was a paying occu-
pation may be seen from the fact that a single 
proprietor, Lord Macdonald, derived £10,000 
per annum, for several buccessive years, from 
the rent of his kelp shr1res alone. The collect-
ing and manufacture of kelp at one time afford-
ed profitable employment to many thousands of 
the inhabitants of Orkney, Shetland and the 
Hebrides, the regions in which that occupation 
was principally carried on. D,1ring the last 
European war, when England was cut off from 
her source of supply of soda, the quantity of 
kelp annually produced amounted to 3,000 tons, 
worth from £8 to £10 sterling per ton. At a later 
period of the war, however, its price arose from 
£18 to £20. This great demand for kelp lasted till 
the general peace of Europe, when barilla, an 
article of fori,ign markets, was thrown into act-
ive competition with it, greatly reducing the 
profits from its sale and manufacture. This, to-
gether with the modern process of obtaining 
soda from rock-salt, has made kelp manufacture 
an occupation of the past except for local dis-
tribution, and that at a low price. From this 
fact the kelp producing algre are likely never to 
reach economic proportions, except as a source of 
iodine, which today, aside from its uses in the arts 
and manufactures, is considered as an almost 
indispensable medical drug. 
The species of algre used for food are employ-
ed rather as condiments than as staple articles 
of consumption. The midrib of aleria esculen-
ta, the dried frond of rhodomela palmatri, and 
the Scotch dulse are frequently eaten by the 
coast population. The Irish dillisk, when pre-
pared, is called" shell uillisk," in which form it 
serves as an excellent potato relish. In this 
form it is found for sale at nearly all fruit 
stands in Ireland and the Irish quarter of New 
York. Along the Mediterranean shores this 
species forms a very common ingredient of 
soups, as do many species of gigartina and grac-
ilaria. These latter also produce good jellies, 
as do nearly all of the cartilaginous kinds of red 
sea-weed. Chondrus crispus, the carrageen or 
Irish moss of the shops, by long boiling is dis-
solved, forming a colorless, insipid jelly, which 
may be very palatably flavored. It is said to 
be most palatable when prepared as blanc-
mange, with milk; however, on account of its 
tendency, when left to stand, to run into water, 
it must be eaten on the day it is made. Its nu-
tritive qualities have also been tested by the suc-
cessful rearing of pigs and calves. Perhaps 
the most valuable for food are two species of r, 
porphyra vulgaris and P. laciniata. In winter c,vt\.--.. vt 
they grow most perfectly on the shallow, rocky 
sbore.--..rltey are gathered and boiled for a few 
hours-;i'orming a dark brown semi-fluid mass, 
which is brought to the table under the name of 
marine sauce, sloke, slouk, or sloucawn. Many 
British establishments can sloke in hermetically 
sealed vessels, when it forms an article of ex-
port. 'rhe object in boiling the fronds of the 
algre to a gelatinous mass is to prevent 
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the resulting jelly from having 
taste-in fact, that it may have 
at all-after which the American 
give it any flavor desirable. 
a saline 
no ta,te 
cook can 
Though all seaweeds are not directly edible, 
there are many ways in which they indireclly 
supply the table. Some species are highly priz-
ed as winter provender for cattle. In Nor way 
and Scotland the herds regularly visit the sea 
board after tile recess of the tide and browse 
upon a species of the fucus, which are also gath-
ered, boiled, mixed with coarse mraL and then 
fed to pigs, cattle and horse;;. 
Ch'fi.ondrus criszms or Irish moos, whrn prepar-
ed to tile consistency of corn starch, is a Yi-:rv 
good food for invalids. lt is also usually recom-
mended as a sustaining diet for consumptives. 
Porphyra vulgaris and P. luciniata are regarded 
as anti-scorlJutic, and, from the minnte amount 
of iodine they contain, are very generally nse1l 
as application, to glandular swellings. Iodine, 
a product of thefucaceae, is very generally US(\d 
in medicine. It is also regarded as a good rem-
edy for gland11lar swellings and similar affec-
tions. Corsican moss is widely known as a ver-
mifnge. ,vhat is sold as Corsican moss is 11s11-
allv adulterated with a species of lrmrencw, 
wl{ich, howeyer, is h;;irmless, and vet may be of 
nearly equal value. 
The use of iodi,ie in the rnarrnfactu 1·e of 
drugs has already been mentioned. The most 
valuable species in this point of view are the 
graci/aria tenax and G . .s11inosri. Of these tll'o 
species 27,000 pounds are annually imported at 
Canton, China, alone, aml are sold in that city 
at about 6Ll. or 8d. per pound. They are rna1Jll-
factured into a gelatim, which again melts 011 
exposure to heat and makes an extremely pow-
erful cement. As such it may supercede om 
gums and glues. Its chief use to the Chinamen, 
however, is in the manufacture of lanthorns. 
It is alse extensively used to thicken or give 
gloss to some of the manufactured cloths, es-
pecially gauze and silks. Knife hamlles are 
made of the stems of the lanirnaria rligitata, 
fishing lines of those of chorda .filum and the 
genus nerocysti.s. 
In speaking of the artistic val11e of the algm 
we cannot pass mmoticed the mannfacture of 
ornamental " seaweed pictnres" and " baskets 
of oceanic flowers" so well known at charity 
bazaars. During the pressure of the great Irish 
famine many wonrnn in all parts of that country 
emr:loyed their leisnre hours in preparing these 
ornamental works, and to be sure no despicable 
sum was realized from their sale. Many snms 
for charitable purposes have been secured hy 
the sale of "books of prepared and named spec-
imens of seaweed." 
Any one who has seen the seaweed knowr, 
of its beautv. It is one of the most praisewor-
thy accomplishments of the trained artist to be 
capable of portraying good likenesses of them 
· upon his canvas. From this fact paintings of 
red seaweed are quite valuable and find ready 
sale among the Continental population. Some 
p~rsons have, by the sale of these paintings 
and books tugc.lmt:1., obtained funds enongh to 
to build an ordinary church and parsonage or 
send a missionary to Algiers. From these facts 
there seems to be no good reason why missiona-
ries in foreigu count1 ies, persoually or by the 
aid of their p11pils, could not adopt this work for 
the benefit of their mis,ions, "by which means 
they would not only obtain funds for pursuing 
the work more immediately committed to'tllem, 
but woul,! have the furthe1: sati,factiou ·of ·know-
ing that in so duiug they were unfolding to the 
;ulmirntion of mankind new pages in the wide-
spread volume of nature." 
SELECTED. 
N EXl'EIU1IE.N'T is being tried in Chi-
tgo which deserves success. A 
series of economic conferences 
between business men and work-
ing rnPn has been arranged with the pur-
pose of making llusiness men and working-
meu acrprninted with each others' views. Busi-
ness men rlo not attend working men's meetings, 
and only know of their debates and proceedings 
at second baud. Similarly working men have 
no appreciation of the magnitude and complexity 
of the problem with which business men are daily 
confronted. 'l'he Chicago conference aims to 
remov1! this lack of mutual nnderstandi11g and 
appreciation, and to pave the way for a Letter 
state of things in that strike-ridden city. The 
conferences are to take place on successive Sun-
day evenings, and are seven in number. There 
are four representatives of the wmking men to 
speak-~namely, George A. Schilling, 011 the 
'" Aiml of the Knights of Labor;" Thomas ,J. 
Morgan, on "The Labor Question from the 
Standpoint of the Socialist;" Joseph R. Buch-
amrn, "A View from the Labor Sanctum;" and 
A. C Cameron, "An American Trades-Union-
ist's view of the Social Question." The busi-
nest-i men are allotted three representatives. 
Lvman ,J. Gage speaks 011 " Banking and the So-
ci~tl System_,,- Chas. L. Hutchinson on "Is the 
Board of T1;ade Hostile t,1 the Interests of the 
Community r" and Frnnklain McVeigh on "So-
cialism as a Remedy." Miscellaneous discus-
sion is not to be allowed at these conferences, 
because of its obvious dangers; but at the con-
clusion of each address any one in the audience 
is to be at liberty to question the speaker on any 
point, provide1l the'. () nPstiou is st~ted respect•• 
fully. Ith hoped that such questwns and an-
swers will prove an instrnctive and pr<;>fita?le 
feature of each meeting. We shall await' with 
considerable interest some account of these con-
ferences, and their success. 
The latest of the Pasteur reports (which cov-
ers the time from November, 1885, to December, 
1886,) shows that 2,682 su1,>jec~s were u1;1der 
treatment for hydrophobia, of wl11ch only tlnrty, 
or only 1.15 per cent, succnmbed. 
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iDITORIJIL. 
~ UR readers have, no doubt, notited the 
(9 first number of TrrE AURORA was dated 
April. We were delayed with the fir~t 
issue so long that we decided to have the 
paper run from April to December, and thus 
issue nine copies as usual, only making them 
a month later. The editors haye been working 
against great odds. As two of them were in 
Des Moines, business could not be carried on 
exactly as it should be. Strikes on the railroads 
caused delay in the f>hipment of materials. The 
editors are now all on hand. It is to be hoped 
that this isrne will go out promptly, and no one 
be disappointed. We look for a rousing sup-
port from the alumni. It seems certain they 
are interested in the events taking place here, 
and THE AUIWRA will act as a faithful friend, 
coming to them every month, and imp:.irting 
good tidings from their" Alma Mater." 
* l!- * 
The dark form of death cast a shactow over 
the college but a few days since. He sailed 
down up()n us with the fleetness of an eagle, 
knocked audibly at the college door, and carried 
away one of our number. The manifestations 
of sorrow for one so suddenly snatched from 
earthly scenes are sufficient proof of his stand-
ing among his fellow students. His classmates 
merit praise for their ready action. College ex-
ercises were. suspended for the following day 
and appropriate services held in chapel in the 
aftrrnoon. 'l'hinking of the death of Mr. Pe-
shak, who appeared always so strong and 
healthy, we realizP how brittle is the thread that 
holds us to this uncertain world. 
* * * 
It seems almost certain that the college Econ-
omic society will die. Some are determined 
it shall go on, but they are in the minority. One 
great trouble is the miture of questions discussed 
in such a meeting. They are not interesting to 
those not directly engaged in their study. No 
one doubts that the society is of much benefit to 
those who participate. Yet the spirit is not 
sufficient for success. There are too many pro-
grammes already on the ;;tring, for the time one 
has for such work. The series of lectures for 
each term, coming on alternate Friday evenings, 
consume the time. The other Friday evening is 
occupied with Engineer and Veterina1·y societies. 
So there appears to be no opportunity for Econ-
omic work. We believe the programmes will be 
made more interesting in the future, if force 
enough can be held together to carry them 
through; and next term there will be more help 
from the coming class in political economy. But 
the signs of the times poiut toward dissolution 
before that time arrives. 
* * * 
Did yon hear the amount appropriated for the 
college? The committee recommends $7,000, 
and gives the university $52,000. Remarkable 
contrast ! This college has teaching force and 
apparatus for educating 500 sturlents each year 
instead of 300, if the dormatory accommoda-
tions were sufficient. Pres. Chamberlain, in an 
open letter to the members of the Legislature, 
showed that the additional tax necessary for an 
appropriation of $50,000, would be only 10 cents 
for the man who now pays a tax of $28.90, yet 
they ignore all appeals and silently recommend 
$7,000. ThP Legislature ought to be more in-
terested in the I. A. C. than auy other college. 
Why are they seemingly indifferent? We are 
unable to solve the problem. In fact, when we 
ask what real good the Legislature has done 
LOCAL. I I 
t,his winter, all becomes an unanswerable en-
igma .. 
* * * 
1Vhen we enter the museum, we recognize 
that the directors of that department have been 
silently, but industriously working for improve-
ments. Some fine and valuable specimens have 
been added. The enlargement and re-arrange-
mP11t of the room especially attracts notice. 
Entomology stands aloft looking down from the 
galleries, with silent gaze, upon the zoological 
specimens below. The value of the museum, 
like that of the library, depends upon the dis-
position of the students. Books are of little 
value unless read with some object in view. Zo-
ological specimens are useless unless examined 
with the purpose of gaining knowledge from 
their structure. Observation verifies the state-
ments of the text books, and plants those state-
ments more firmly in the mind. Students 
ought to make more use of both library and 
museum than they now do. Yet unless they 
have an allotted time for each study and hold 
firmly to such a schedule, they find time press-
ing them so hard that the library and museum 
are left for the future, or rather with the past. 
Many of us will probably never again have ac-
cess to snch a collection of books or specimens 
as are found at the I. A. C. 
* * * We have heard many complaints of there not 
being a gymnasium connected with the college. 
Yetwhen we stop and consider the matter it 
seems that there are no grounds whatever for 
such a cry. It is true that muscular develop-
ment can be reached in this way. But it is ex-
ercise in-doors and entirely uncalled •for in a col-
lege like this. The out-door games that might 
be provided are far superior to the athletic train-
ing of the gymnasium. The students of the 
I. A. C. are provided with many of the best 
games, as tennis, croquet, foot-ball, base-ball, 
etc., and a wide spreading campus where they 
may roam at will during the recreation hours. 
The balmy air of the surrounding country 
brings refreshment to the tired student, and he 
returns to his room fully prepared to wrestle 
with the vexing problems of mathematics and 
the dry translation of Cresar. Yet there are 
some who are becoming book worms and do not 
avail themselves of the opportunities offered for 
recreation. If inter-collegiate games could be 
introduced, there would be much more interest 
manifesteq than now. We do not mean that 
professional ball-twirlers or any thing of the 
sort should be engaged to train the contestants, 
and thus divert the mind from the main object 
of college life. But that the practice should be 
that of the students among themselves during 
recreation; with the aim of selecting some of 
their number to meet their neighbor college in 
a friendly contest on borne ground. Meeting on 
neutral ground gives rise to more or less gam-
bling, betting and numerous other evils. But 
if they play on domicile territory, in sight of 
President and faculty, these wrongs are brought 
to a minimum. By forming an association of 
this kind much more interest in games might be 
created and lead to mutual benefit in the way of 
exercise. In any contest all students are anx-
ious for their college to carry off the honors. 
Sport would be more freely indulged in to make 
preparations for the battle. Our games bring 
amusement,~good feeling and exercise. They 
take us into the healthful atmosphere and entire-
ly supply the want of the gymnasium. And, 
again, those who join the military find an excel-
lellt opportunity for exercise. Another hour 
bas 11een added to the weekly drill of previous 
years. This will give occasion for more exer-
cise and make more perfect the military dis-
cipline. 
ltOCAL. 
ASE BALL 
And class picnics 
Are now in order. 
What has become of the air lines? 
The latest speculation: "I'll bet the eggs." 
"If I were not a Republican, I would not be 
here." 
The Juniors have decided to indulge in rings 
(finger rings). 
Co. G. has several recruits this term and 
numbers six fours. 
George Bond, who was once a member of '88, 
is now a Sophomore. 
A number of new tables have been placed in 
Prof. Mount's recitation room. 
The Junior speakers are consulting cyclo-
pedias and dreamir,g of fame. 
The Seniors are now assembled an hour be-
fore breakfast and are drilled in field sports and 
gymnastics by Capt. Lincoln. Look out for the 
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coming athletes and, by the way, look out for 
breakfast. 
South Hall pies are in good demand at" mixed 
tables," and are held at a premium. 
Miss Minnie Roberts enjoyed a visit from her 
father on his way home from the capitol. 
Mr. Pond, a member of the Freshman class, 
found study uncongenial and returned home. 
George Meissner spent a Sabbath at his home 
near Webster City, to recuperate his stomach. 
The evening recreation hours are at present 
cleft in twain by supper. We hope for a change. 
Prof. Halstead's wife, who bas been spending 
the summer in the east, is expected to return 
soon. 
The Science Club held an interesting session 
at the Crescent room on the evening of April 
13th. 
These beautiful spring days are keenly en-
joyed by all and proverbial ramblers are !;he new 
regime. 
The Cadet band, under the management of 
Tom Wormley, is not excelled by any college 
band in the state. 
The college Economic Society has been reor-
ganized this term and much interest is mani-
fested in the discussions. 
Surely this is an age of poets. Rarely a liter-
ary society meets here now but a yonthfnl 
rhymer lacerates his ~luse. 
Mrs. Owens, the professor of Domestic Econ-
omy, is very popular as an instructor, aud en-
ters earnestly upon her new work. 
A match game of foot-ball betweeu the " cot-
tagers " and " building " boys recently resulted 
in a complete victory for the latter. 
Owing to the almost unexcusable delay of the 
printers, the April number which should have 
appeared April 1, came ont nearly three weeks 
late. 
Nat Spencer has been afflicted with an eye 
trouble, which has seriously interfered with his 
sight. It is to be hoped he will find relief very 
soon. 
Messrs. Finnegan, Gyde, Brandvig and Buf-
fington have been confined to their rooms by 
val'ious throat and lung troubles, but are con-
valescing. 
The museum bas been remodeled by removing 
the center of the floor of the old recitation 
above, thus making it a two storied affair. A 
mounted bison is one of the latest additions to 
its many attractions. 
Miss Nannie Waugh is president of the Senior 
class; Mr. Shoemaker of tl'e Junior; Mr. Olm-
sted of the Sophomore and Mr. Lovejoy of the 
Freshman. 
Short-hand writing is the present rage. Mr. 
Harpel instructs a.class of about thirty in the 
rapid art; while several are pursuing a self-in-
structing system. 
The signal service staff in front of the main 
building was blown down by one of our March 
gales, and the flags of that order are now dis-
played from north tower. 
Now does the festive Sophomore 
Go wand'ring through the fields and ditches, 
To lariet the lonely bug, · 
And amputate the Dutchman's breeches. 
The library is now regularly supplied with 
four daily papers: The Chicago Tribune, the 
lowa State Register, the Des Moines Leader and 
Cedar Rapids Republican. 
C. F. Kimball is getting quite a reputation as 
a draughtsman. It has lately come to our 
knowledge that he spent the past winter in Chi-
cago engaged in that work. 
Mr. Bicknell, a Sioux City Journal reporter, 
combined business with pleasure by visiting the 
college in the interest of that paper, being the 
guest of the Misses Mann while here. 
Tell us not in words prophetic, 
That the Fresh. alone has woes, 
When a Senior (Amt it so," Ich"\l) 
Notes how slow his mustache grows. 
A movement is on f0<Jt to organize a State 
Collegiate Base-Ball Association, to include two 
series of Colleges, to contest for championship 
of the State-our College is placed in the west-
ern division with Baptist, Drake and Simpson. 
Let the good work go on. 
What a glorious thiug it is to be popular. In 
college, particularly, are the advantages more 
plainly noticeable. The student who has un-
questioned ability as an orator, for example, who 
does not gain the friendship of his classmates, 
can never be elected as a class speaker on exhi-
bition day. Good-fellowship is a higher requis-
ite than genius or talents to achie.ve what the 
nineteenth century calls success. 
Politics have assumed a chronic form among 
the students. An Allison club has been organ-
ized with a membership of about two-thirds of 
the students, both sexes being admitted. The 
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first meetings were enthusiastically attended. 
An effort will be made to secure speakers from 
abroad to address the club, and campaign songs, 
stump speeches and torchlight processions are 
among the promised attractions. The Demo-
crats have also come to the front and will try 
and pave the way to Democratic success next 
November. 
Oh Senior, spare that hair! 
How hard it's tried to grow 
Upon your upper lip~ 
It will take time you know. 
A mustache can't be reared 
In one short, fleeting year. 
Don't be discouraged, boy, 
Brace up, and persevere. 
Wlily can't we have some minister from abroad 
for chapel exercises, Sundays~ In 1885 we had 
the best talent of our State, such as Hon. J. W. 
Akers, Pres. Beardshear, Prof. Swing, Rev. E. 
Miller, Rev. Moulton, Rev. ·woodbridge, and 
-others, while the last year, with one or two ex-
ceptions, Prof. Barrows and Pres. Chamberlain 
alone have officiated. ·while their services are 
appreciated, if we could occasionally listen to a 
man from abroad the change would be desirable. 
Let us hear Pres. Gates, Dr. Magoun, Pres. Mc-
Farland, Dr. ·welch or other of our noted pulµit 
orators. 
The Legislature refused to pass the bill appro-
priating $60,000 for a Ladies' Hall for the I. A. 
C. It is a sad blow to those officers who work-
ed so earnestly to secure the appropriation ; but 
the institution will be stronger because of their 
endeavors. The people of the State of Iowa 
will one day learn of the value of this college, 
and will then treat it with due consideration. 
As usual the State University succeeded in cap-
turing a plum, $,52,000, while the I. A. C. appro-
priation was but $7 .000. The Ladies' Hall is an 
assured fact, although it cannot be built until 
the next bi-ennial session. 
Prof. A. C. Barrows delivered an excellent 
lecture to a highly appreciative audience, 
in the chapel, Friday evening, April 13th, 
his subject being " Rome in the Days of 
Nero." The professor is a deep st:ident 
of history, and his graphic description 
of Rome, its environments and its licentious-
ness at the beginning of the Christian Era, was 
richly de">erving of prnise. Interspersed with 
wit, in his own original style, he was closely 
followed an hour and a half and was warmly ap-
plauded at the close. Give us more lectures 
from members of the faculty. The course last 
year was a grand success, and we hope that we 
may have the pleasure of listening to as many 
good lectures this year. 
Mr. A. L. Peshak of Saint Amgar, Mitchell 
county, Iowa, a member of the Sophomore class, 
died very suddenly at the Sanitary Hospital, 
March 28th. He returned to college the begin-
ning of the present term to take up the work of 
the new year, but contracted a severe cold, 
which led to lung disease, causing his death. 
An earnest, quiet, unassuming, deserving young 
man, wlw, like many of his fellow students was 
working his way through college, his death cast 
a shadow over the whole school. An affecting 
funeral service was rendered in the college 
chapel, and the students in a body followed his 
remains to the depot, from whence they were 
conveyed to his old home for interment, accom-
panied by a committee of two of his class-
mates, IL Hitchcock and G.D. Eustice. 
·with all our superior advantages over other 
colleg·es in our State there is yet one thing in 
which we are shockingly behind the time~, and 
that is in not having a telegraph line and an as-
sociated press reporter here to chronicle the 
stirring college events for the great daily news-
papers of the world. Imagiue for a moment 
the operator sitting at his desk in the Steward's 
office, Saturday evening, April 7th, sending the 
news of the great Sopho-Fresh struggle, with 
1which to electrify thousands of newspaper read-
ers. His reports would have run something like 
this: "5:30 p. m.-' Green Turtles,' the name 
of the Freshman class. An immense cartoon 
exhibited over the door of the music room. The 
Sophs exultant; the Freshman nonplussed. 
5:45 p. m.-An immense crowd gathered 
around crayon sketch. blocking the hall and 
filling the stairway to overflowing. Great ex-
citement prevails. Several male students, to 
avoid the crowd, have ascended from supper up 
t!ie ladies' stairway. It is to be hoped that no 
serious results will follow. 
5:50 p. m.-The Freshman are becoming noisy 
and demaud the picture ; the Sophs refuse to 
allow them to take it. Danger of a riot. Sev-
eral proctors on the road to the scene. 
5:55 p. m.-The dreaded riot has begun. A 
colossal Sophomore has stationed himself before 
the coveted object, like Coosar before Pompey's 
statue, and is dealing sledge-hammer blows 
right and left. A few Freshmen injured. The 
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Sophs confident ; the Freshmen berng reinforc-
ed. 
5:57 p. m.-The figbt raging, making the hall 
a pandemoniem. 1Vater is being thrown from 
the Freshman floor upon the uncomfortable 
Sophs. The proctors have arrived and are try-
ing to restore order, with little avail. 
6:00 p. m.-The proctors have succeeded in 
quelling the riot and the Sophs have borne the 
prize to the girls for protection. 
6:30-.An executive order is expected summon-
ing both classes before the faculty. 
LITER.ARY SOCIETY NOTES. 
FEW facts are appended concerning 
u literary societies which have been . 
gleaned through the kindness of the 
treasurers of the several societies, 
viz., Miss Robert& and Messrs. Kimball, Kelsey 
and Phillips. The membership is as follows: 
Bt1cb- Ores-
elor. Clio. cent. Philo. 
Seniors ............ 14 5 6 8 
Juniors ...... ..... 11 3 11 10 
Sophomores ........ 18 7 16 15 
Freshmen .......... 6 9 5 11 
Total ............ 49 24 38 44 
It will be seen by this statement that the 
greater per cent. of our students are members 
of some literary society, yet there are many 
good students in the college who have never re-
ceived an invitation to join one because of their 
present crowded condition. Very excellent pro-
grams have been given this term, and the at-
tendance has been most encouragmg. The 
Bachelors have discussed the following ques-
tions this term : Ttrnt the protective tariff 
should be removed ; That the internal revenue 
on tobacco should be abolished ; That the Blair 
education bill should become a law; That W. 
B . .Allison would be the strongest candidate the 
Republican candidate could nominate; That 
Democratic rule should be continued. The 
Clios have succeeded in capturing a majority of 
the Freshman girls. Their questions for de-
bate thus far liave been as follows : Should ed-
ucation be compulsory? Is co-education for the 
best interest of both sexes ? Is the pharmacy 
law wise '? Should a national copy-right sys-
tem be adopted ? The Crescents have indulged 
in the luxury of new curtains for their hall. 
Their questions debated this term are, viz., 
Is prohibition in Iowa a success ? Should .Amer-
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ica have protection or free trade as a national 
policy 'f Should the Government own and con- t.-
trol the railroads ? Instead of having a debate 
one session was devoted to toasts and responses. 
The following was the program: "Why am I a 
ProhilJitionist ?" F. H. Cooley; '' Why Rm I a 
Free Trader ?" Fred. L. Dobbin ; " Why am I a 
Democrat?" J . .A. Baker; " 1Vhy am I a Green-
backer il" Mr. Hodson; "Why am I a Woman 
Suffragist il" Tom Kerr ; " 1Vhy am I a Repub-
lican 't' Will IL Wright. The Philos have suc-
ceeded in capturing the most Freshmen, so far. 
They have dealt with the following questions, 
viz.: That woman should be given the right of 
suffrage ; That the signs of the times indicate 
the downfall of the Republic; That the Elect-
oral College should be abolished ; That the Gov-
ernment should control the U. P. Railroad.'=' 
Saturday evening, .April 14th, was devoted to a 
mock U. S. Senate. Mr. Stearns wielded the 
gavel, and the tariff bill was discussed two hours 
and a half and finally tabled. 
.ALUMNI. 
'7 4 Dr. C. E. Clingan is reported as 1Jeiug one 
• of the most popular medical men in 
Sioux City, Iowa. 
'79. The Larimore Pioneer, edited by W. M. 
Scott, is one of our most reliable exchanges. 
'84. G. R. Chatburn is the popular assistant 
principal of the schools of Plattsmouth, Ne-
braska. 
'84. G. M. Osborn is assistant State Veterin-
ary Surgeon of Nebraska. 
'85. Elam Gray has opened an engraving es-
stablishment at Sigourney, Iowa. 
'85. E. N. Hill is engineering in Mexico. 
'86. G. G. McCarthy orders THE .AURORA 
sent him at Boonesboro. 
